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The course of pharmacy education has undergone a radical change as it aims to 
become more patient oriented. The primary objective of this study was to assess the asso-
ciation between clinical pharmacy education and daily activities of the community pharmacist 
(CP) including recognition and solution of drug-related problems (DRP). Furthermore, we 
wanted to investigate CPs’ attitudes regarding knowledge and skills that can be required for 
routine community pharmacy practice. The simple questionnaire was formed to evaluate the 
significance of the implementation of clinical pharmacy course in the education of CPs. The 

questionnaires were sent by post or email or they were provided directly by one of the 
researcher. Data acquired from 234 CPs were divided into two groups: clinical pharmacy 
education group (CPEG) and non-clinical pharmacy education group (NCEG). The most frequent 
DRP recognized by respondents (CPEG and NCEG) were drug interactions, followed by 
suboptimal efficacy of the treatment and inappropriate dosage selection. Additionally, CPEG 
statistically more frequently than NCEG recognized low adherence (p < 0.05), while NCEG more 
frequently recognized inappropriate dosing interval (p < 0.05) and omitted drugs, that should 
have been prescribed (p < 0.05). The respondents agreed that knowledge of drug therapy, 
therapeutic planning skills and critical evaluation of drug information skills were the most 
important clinical pharmacy skills and knowledge required for modern community pharmacy 
practice. Still, CPEG gave advantage to the knowledge of laboratory and diagnostic skills 
compared to NCEG (p < 0.05). This study indicated that clinical pharmacy education can move 
the focus of the CPs towards a patient, but still positions drug in the center of their activity. The 
pharmacists with the clinical pharmacy education considered the knowledge of laboratory and 
diagnostic skills to be of significant importance, which confirms the ongoing change in 
pharmacist orientation.  
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